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An interreligious educational pilgrimage can be a source of great enrichment, offering multiple
opportunities for us to encounter one another, to learn from one another and to appreciate our
various experiences. The culture of encounter builds bridges and opens windows to the sacred
values and convictions that inspire others. It tears down the walls that divide people and keep them

prisoners of preconceptions, prejudices or indifference.
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An educational pilgrimage to the sacred places of a
religion - like that which you are now undertaking - can
also enrich our approach to the divine. The masterpieces

of religious art that surround us in the Vatican and

throughout Rome reflect the conviction that, in Jesus Christ,
God himself became a "pilgrim" in this world out of love for our

human family. For Christians, the God who became one of us in the

RAKR
REM#BE

humanity of Jesus continues to lead us on a pilgrimage of holiness, by which
we recover and grow in our likeness to him and thus become, in the words of Saint Peter, "partakers

of the divine nature" (2 Pet 1:4).
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Throughout history, religious believers have created sacred times and spaces as oases of
encounter, where men and women can draw the inspiration needed to live wisely and well. In this
way, they contribute to an integral education of the human person, involving "head, hands, heart and
soul” and thus leading them to experience "the beauty and harmony of what it is to be fully human"

(Meeting on Religions and Education: Towards a Global Compact on Education, S October 2021).
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Such oases of encounter are even more necessary in our time, marked as it is by "a continued
acceleration of changes affecting humanity and the planet, coupled with an intensified pace of
life and work" (Laudato Si' 18). This reality also affects religious life and culture, and calls for a
fitting formation and education of the young in timeless truths and in tested methods of prayer
and peacebuilding. Here it is important to note once more that, "religions have always had a close
relationship with education, accompanying religious activities with educational, scholastic and
academic ones. As in the past, so also in our day, with the wisdom and humanity of our religious
traditions, we want to be a stimulus for a renewed educational activity that can advance universal

fraternity in ourworld" (Meeting on Religions and Education, cit.).
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Dear friends, it is my hope that this educational pilgrimage will lead you, guided by the thoughts
of your spiritual teacher Buddha, to a deeper encounter with yourselves and with others, with the
Christian tradition, and with the beauty of the earth, our common home. May your visit to Rome
be filled with moments of authentic encounter that can become in turn precious opportunities for
growth in knowledge, wisdom, dialogue and understanding.

I thank you for your visit and I invoke heavenly blessings upon you.
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Hence, Megha bowed to Sudhana’s initial bodhicitta vows,
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As if he were revering a new moon shining refreshing light,
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Sagaramegha was astonished by Sudhana’s aspirations,
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Which he praised and likened to the sprouting pines.
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Without resolutions to soar above the clouds,
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How could one spread his wings to cover the sky?
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Without buddha-like aspirations,
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How could one attain perfect enlightenment?
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Excerpts from the Tang Dynasty, Cheng-Guan “Commentaries on the Great

Vows of Bodhisattva Samantabhadra Sutra from the Avatamsaka Satra”
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